ASHBORNE 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


^lebicitl  (Officer  of  ^jeitltlj 


For  the  Year  1907, 


Ashhourne  : 


Joseph  Osborne,  Printer,  ‘‘  News  ” Office. 


TO  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

OF  ASHBORNE. 


Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1907. 


Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  mj  Report  for  the  yeni'  ended 
December  31st,  1907,  1 am  glad  to  be  able  to  give  yon 
a satisfactory  account  of  tlie  liealth  of  the  District,  and 
to  direct  your  attention  particularly  to  two  gratifying 
features  in  the  Report. 

Firstly,  the  freedom  of  the  District  from 
Infectious  Disease  ; Secondly,  the  decline  in  the  Death- 
rate,  and  especially  in  the  rate  of  infant  mortality. 

On  the  other  hand  I regret  to  have  to  leport 
a serious  falling  oft  in  the  number  of  births,  and  a 
consequent  decline  in  the  Birth-rate.  Full  details  will 
be  found  under  the  respective  headings. 
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Estimated 

Population. 


Birth-rate. 


Death-rate. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  the 
middle  of  the  year,  estimated  from  the  total  at  the 
Census  of  1901,  is  4198 — an  increase  of  31.  The 
“ natural  increase,”  estimated  by  the  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  registered  during  the  year,  making  no 
allowance  for  immigrration  or  emig-ration,  is  40. 

o' 


The  number  of  births  registered  during  1907  was 
86,  40  males  and  46  females.  This  is  29  less  than  in 
1906,  being  equal  to  a decline  of  over  25  o/o. 
It  is  the  lowest  number  of  which  I have  any  record  in 
past  years,  and  is  .32  below  the  average  of  the  past  ten 
years.  The  Birth-rate  per  1000  of  population  is  20'48, 
being  9' 3 below  the  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Urban 
District  of  Ashborne  during  1907  was  40  ; in  the  Ash- 
borne  Union  Workhouse,  9,  and  in  the  Ashborne  Cottage 
Hospital,  3.  Of  the  deaths  in  the  Union  Workhouse 
5,  and  of  those  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  1,  were  those 
of  persons  belonging  to  the  Urban  District  of  Ashborne, 
making  a total  for  the  Ashborne  Urban  District  of  46, 
which  is  equivalent  to  a Death-rate  of  10’95  per 
thousand  inhabitants.  The  number  of  deaths  in  1906 
was  58,  and  in  1905,  67,  with  a Death-rate  of  13'9  and 
16'2  respectively.  The  average  for  the  past  ten  ^mars 
is  64  Deaths  with  a Death-rate  of  15’8,  so  that  the 
year  1907  has  a Death-rate  4’ 9 below  the  average  of  the 
past  ten  years,  and  is  the  lowest  of  wdiicli  I have  any 
record. 
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The  Infantile 
Mortality 


Zymotic 

Diseases. 


Phthisis. 


Deaths  occurring  among  children  under  one  year 
of  age  is  the  lowest  that  has  yet  been  recorded.  Only 
six  deaths  occurred  during  1907,  as  against  12  in  1906, 
and  an  average  of  15  for  the  past  10  years.  The 
previous  lowest  was  9 in  1901;  the  highest  25  in 
1898,  The  Death-rate  (per  1000  births)  is  69‘7,  as 
against  104'3  in  1906,  and  an  average  of  1 19'3  for  the 
previous  10  years. 


Tile  causes  of  death  among  infants  were 
Prematurity  2,  Marasmus  2,  Whooping-cough  1,  and 
Broncho-pneumonia  1. 


The  decline  in  the  rate  of  Infant  Mortalit};",  though 
doubtless  partly  due  to  the  improved  sanitary  condition 
of  the  yards  and  cottages,  to  a wholesome  water  supply, 
and  to  the  wet  cool  summer,  is,  I think,  in  no  small 
degree  contributed  to  by  the  work  of  the  Ashborne 
District  Nursing  Association,  whose  nurse,  brought 
constantly  into  relation  witb  the  poor  when  nursing 
their  sick,  has  lost  no  opportunity  of  educating  them 
in  the  laws  of  health  and  sanitation,  and  in  the  feeding 
and  management  of  their  children. 


Only  two  deaths  have  occurred  during  the  year 
from  Zymotic  Disease — one  from  Diarrhoea  and  one 
from  Whooping  cough,  exactly  the  same  as  in  1906. 
This  is  equivalent  to  a Death-rate  of  '47  per  thousand 
of  population. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Tubercular  Disease 
during  the  year  was  7,  giving  a Death-rate  of  1’6.  This 
is  slightly  above  the  average. 


Respiratory  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis).  The 
number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  was  below  the 
average,  being  for  1907,  seven  (two  cases  of  Bronchitis 
and  five  of  Pnenmonia),  as  against  11  in  each  of  the 
years  1904,  1905,  and  1906.  The  Death-rate  from 
Respiratory  Diseases  for  1907  is  P6  per  thousand  of 
population.  Six  out  of  the  seven  deaths  or^cuired  in 
the  first  four  months  of  the  3 ear,  and  one  of  the  cases 
of  pneumonia  occurred  in  a patient  suffering  from 
influenza. 


Infectious 
Disease  in 
1907. 


Heart  Disease  accounted  for  onl}^  one  death  in 
1907  (as  against  two  in  1906,  and  five  in  1905)  giving 
a Death-rate  of  '23  per  thousand  of  population. 

Cancer  also  was  responsible  for  only  one  death  in 
1907  as  against  six  in  1906,  and  four  in  1905. 

Only  four  cases  of  notifiable  infections  disease 
occurred  in  the  district  in  1907 — two  of  Diptheria  and 
two  of  Erysipelas.  Thei’e  has  been  no  such  freedom 
from  infectious  disease  since  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Notification)  Act  of  1889  came  into  force. 


Sewage 

Disposal. 


Some  cases  of  Measles  and  Mumps  have  occurred 
during  the  year,  and  Influenza  was  prevalent  in  the 
early  part,  and  again  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  (spotted  fever)  was 
made  notifiable  for  a period  of  six  months  from  the  Ist 
day  of  June,  1907,  but  no  cases  of  the  disease  occurred 
in  the  district. 

A brief  resume  of  the  steps  that  have  been  taken 
prior  to  the  present  year  to  provide  a satisfactory 
scheme  for  the  disposal  of  the  scwagQ  of  the  town,  may 
with  advantage  preface  an  account  of  the  proceedings 
taken  duilng  the  year  1907. 
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On  August  13th,  1906,  the  Council  adopted  plans 
of  a scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  designed 
and  prepared  b}'  Mr.  W.  H.  Radford,  C.E.,  of 
Nottingham,  and  passed  a resolution  on  that  day 
applying  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction 
to  a loan  of  £13,000,  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  the 
works. 

On  December  12th,  1906,  Mr.  H.  R.  Hooper,  one 
of  the  Board’s  Inspectors,  held  an  inquiry  concerning 
the  application  of  the  Council,  and  though  the  inquiry 
was  adjourned  in  order  that  a report  might  be  presented 
upon  the  condition  of  the  existing  sewers,  the  question 
of  the  suitability  of  the  land  was  disposed  of  by  the 
Inspector,  and,  on  his  recommendation,  the  Board,  on 
December  31st,  1906,  sanctioned  a loan  of  £1,740, 
extending  over  a period  of  60  years  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  the  land. 

The  Council  have  borrowed  a sum  of  £1,650  under 
this  sanction,  and  the  purchase  of  the  site  has  been 
completed. 

Early  in  1907,  the  Council  decided  to  alter  the 
position  of  the  disposal  works,  and  it  was  considered  by 
the  Board  that  this  alteration  would  necessitate  fresh 
notice  being  given  under  section  32  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875.  Notice  under  that  section  was 
accordingly  given  in  the  Ashbourne  News  and  Ashbourne 
Telegraph  on  the  1st  February,  1907,  and  a plan  of  the 
intended  works  was  deposited  in  the  Clerk’s  Office  on 
the  same  day,  and  remained  there  oprn  to  inspection 
until  the  6t)i  May,  1907. 


On  tlie  1st  February,  1907,  notice  was  served  n})on 
tlie  owners  and  occupiers  of  the  land  affected  by  the 
works,  and  also  upon  the  Ovei-seers  of  the  parish  of 
Olfcote  and  Underwood,  upon  tlie  Derbyshire  County 
Council,  and  upon  the  Ashbourne  Rural  District 
Council, 

No  notice  of  objection  to  the  works  has  been 
received  by  the  Council  or  their  Clerk,  and  on  the  16th 
May,  1907,  a declaration  by  the  Clerk  that  the  require- 
ments of  section  3’2  have  been  carried  out,  was 
forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

On  13th  May,  1907,  the  Engineer’s  Report  upon 
the  existing  sewers  was  considered  by  the  Council,  and  a 
I'esolution  was  passed,  amending  the  original  application 
for  a loan  by  increasing  the  amount  to  be  applied  for 
from  £13,000  to  £13,970,  in  order  that  the  following 
additional  works  might  be  carried  out,  viz  : — 

Disconnecting  leakage  from  present  sewers  ...  £550 

Modernising  present  sewers  ...  ...  £420 

£970 


Such  application,  together  with  the  amended  plans 
and  estimates,  was  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  the  I6th  May,  1907. 

On  12th  September,  1907,  a second  inquiry  was 
held  by  Mr.  A.  W,  Brightmore,  D.Sc,,  C.E.,  an 
Inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the 
Council  are  now  aw’aiting  the  sanction  of  the  Board  for 
the  borrowing  of  the  money  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
works. 
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Extension  of 
Burial  Ground. 


Sanitary 

Inspector’s 

Report. 


Daring  the  year  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
rapid  diminution  of  the  space  available  for  burials  in 
the  present  Churchyard,  and  a proposal  to  extend  the 
burial  ground  by  the  addition  of  part  of  the  field 
adjoining  the  west  end  of  the  Churchyard  has  been 
under  discussion,  and  has  been  the  subject  of  a special 
report  from  myself.  At  a meeting  of  the  Council  held 
on  22nd  October,  1907,  it  was  decided  that  “ the  Vicar 
and  Church waidens  of  the  parish  of  Ashborne  be 
requested  to  apply  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
appoint  one  of  their  inspectors  to  visit  Ashborne  and 
inspect  the  land  adjoining  the  Churchyard  on  the 
Mayfield  Road,  with  a view  to  their  sanctioning  an 
extension  of  the  present  Churchyard.” 

A reply  has  been  received  that  an  Inspector  will 
“ visit  the  locality  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the 
proposal,  as  soon  as  the  other  engagements  of  the 
Inspectors  will  permit.”  The  matter  therefore  remains 
in  abeyance  until  the  Inspector’s  Report  has  been 
received. 


During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  served  68 
informal  notices,  and  10  legal  notices  were  served  by 
the  Sanitary  Authority.  In  all  78  nuisances  were  abated. 

The  dairies,  cow-sheds,  milk-shops,  bakehouses, 
slaughterhouses,  and  common  lodging-houses  were 
kept  under  constant  supervision  ; 98  inspections  wer® 
made. 


Thirteen  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  and 
submitted  to  analysis.  AW  were  found  to  be  genuine. 
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Analysis  of  water  from  several  private  wells  lias 
been  made,  with  the  result  that  most  of  these  wells  have 
been  closed,  and  the  town  supply  of  water  substituted. 

1 am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  i6,  igo8. 


